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BRIEF MCMORIALS^ 



OF 



FOUR CHILDREN. 



My Dear Sir, 

The Great Supreme is as sovereign in the 
conduct of his Providence, as in the dispensation 
of his grace. When we look around us, we see 
on the one hand, a family of children all health, 
and sprightliness, and vigor ; and, on the other, 
a family of weakly, delicate, sickly children, who 
need to be perpetually nursed and tended. We 
see here a numerous family, all placed, '' like 
olive plants," around the domestic table ; and 
there, a solitary pair of parents, bereaved of their 
children, all, or almost all of whom have been 
cut down, out of time^ one after another ; some 
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at an earlier, and others at a more advanced pe- 
riod of life. These are the doings of the sove- 
reign Lord, for which we can assign no reason, 
while " they are marvellous in our eyes." 

But the sovereignty of God is neither arbitrary 
nor capricious. He has reasons worthy of him«> 
self for all his procedure. He inflicts no chas^ 
tisement, without having a valuable end to an- 
swer ; and he permits the enjoyment of no mer- 
cy without an important object in view. And, 
^rhaps^ the difference in point of real happiness 
between the bereaved parent, and him who has 
dl his children about him, is not so great as we 
are apt to imagine. He whose offspring are re<^ 
moved in early life, is relieved of the anxiety and 
solicitude that never fail to haunt the bosom of 
the man whose children are exposed, on the 
ocean of life to the loss of the bouI, as well as to 
the numerous evils of time. 

Doubdess, the parent who has the charge of, 
perhaps, a dozen of immortal souls, to be ediJK 
cated for God, and trained for eternity, in a 
world in which everything tends to counteract 
his exertions, and to defeat all his end^vors, is 
nore properly aa object of oompasaion than of 



d by Google 



ISABELLA KERIU 5 

^envy. And the case of him who is freed from 
the responsibility of such a charge, and from ali 
the distressing anxieties that necessarily attend 
.it, is not so greatly to be deplored. While you, 
Sir, lie under the weight of this responsibility, 
in the midst of a smiling family, and partake, in 
some measure, of its pleasures and its pain, you 
are not ignorant of the things that " have befall- 
en me." But the Lord has done all things well. 
^The Lord gave^ and the Lord hath taken 
away, blessed be the name o'f the Lord." 

Should the following short Memorials of my 
departed children be found, in any measure sure, 
litted to impress on the minds of your living ones 
the talue of their souls, the love of the Saviour 
and the pleasures of true religion, they are at 
Iheir service. How far you and they may regard 
them as interesting, I am unable to say ; but I 
kaow that it is a subject sadly interesting: to me. 
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Died 2nd October, 1F20, Aged Twelve Montis 
and twenty-four hours* 

Th!s child, though never very stout, enjoyed 
general good health, until seized with the trouble 
that terminated her earthly course. Though 
rather unwell for some days, yet no danger was 
apprehended, till within a few hours of her 
death. But her work was done, her glass was 
run out, she '' accomplished as a hireling her 
day." Having little more than tasted the cup of 
life, she turned away, took her long farewell, and 
laid het down to "sleep with the clods of 
the valley," never again to awake " till the heav- 
ens be no more." Thus transient, was her visit 
to our world, and precipitate her retreat from its 
angry storms and howling tempests. Short-lived 
were the joys, and baseless were the hopes 
which her sparkling eye, and smiling counte- 
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naace inspired. All vanished like an airy vision 
— a dream of the night. But is there anything 
more common than the death of children 1 Why 
then «ay so much about it 2 

ISo, my young reader, there is nothing in this 
world more common than the sickness and death 
of children ; and hence it is, that it fails to pro- 
duce those impressions on the youthful mind, 
which in its nature, it is fitted to do. Is there 
nothing in the sicknesa and death of a child of 
ten or twelve months old, that demand consider- 
ation, and should excite inquiry ? Nothing can 
be a fitter picture of perfect purity and innocence 
than the lisping babe in its mother's arms^ 
cheering the domestic circle with its first at< 
tempts to prattle, and its engaging smiles. And 
yet see this lovely unoffending object, seiz- 
ed by the cruel hand of disease, pining away in 
pain and distress for days, or weeks or months 
and at last, expiring, and laid down in the grave. 

How conies this about ? You will say, it is the 
doing of the Lord. True : but how happens it 
that the Lord, who is just, and good, and kind, 
sots in this manner ? — that he sends pain, and 
flickness^ and death ob a lovely babe that never 
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disobeyed him, that never ofTeoded him, that 
never did wrong T " Is there unrighteousness 
with God V " Will not the judge of all the 
earth do right ?" Is not "-hfe right hand full of 
righteousness V* But is it just that the innocent 
should suffer — ^that "the righteous should be 
as the wicked V* That be far from God, and far 
from us to impute to God what a good parent,, 
or a righteous judge would not be guilty of., 
" Death is the wages of sin." Let me then entreat 
my young reader, to remember that every human 
being comes into the world with a guilty and de- 
praved nature, and therefore subject, from the first 
breath of life, to disease, and pain, and death., 
" What saith the Scripture ?" " Who can bring^ 
a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one.'*" 
" What is man that he should be clean, or he 
that is born of a woman, thai he should be 
righteous? " I was shapen in sin, and in ini. 
quity did my mother conceive me." " By one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin,, 
and so death hath passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned." 

This depravity of nature is the fountain 
whence all the sin and' wixikedness that hai» del- 



d by Google 



ISABELLA KBRR. 9 

uged , the world, from the begmning took their 
rise. " Out of the heart," said Jesus, " pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, mur- 
ders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit," 
^c. This is the reason^ too, why children, as 
they grow up^ uniyersally incline to evil,— -to 
evil x)nly, without one exception. Heace the 
Bible asserts, that "the imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his youth,"— that " they go astray as 
soon as they be born,"— that " they are estrang- 
ed from G6d from the womb.". Hence it is, that 
*' miless a man," any man, every man, " be borft 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

How few, young or old, think of this subject 
as they ought 1 How few think of it at all ! 
And yet this is the only thing that will account 
for the death of Isabella, and of all others, 
who, like he^, die in infancy. This is the only 
thing that will give people, young or old, just 
views of what sin is, of what their own condi- 
tion is, of the meaning of being born again, of 
the necessity of" a new heart and a right spirit," 
and of the value of tfie Saviour, with whom the 
Holy Spirit is given to them that believe, to 
'' take away the hard and stony'heart, and to 
give a new heart — a heart of flesh," to qualify - 
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for serving and enjoying God, both here and 

hereafter. 

The death of infant children, then, though 
very common, is very instructive, and ought not 
to be treated with lightness, nor regarded with 
indifference. It teaches us that^ur nature is in 
a fallen and guilty condition. That as soon as 
we draw the breath of life, we are obnoxious to 
the punishment thajt sin deserves, and that 
though the sentence be not yet executed on us, 
it is only suspended, not removed. Sooner or 
later it will take effect, and we know not how 

80on. 

My young -reader, are you prepared 1 Have 
y»u, as a guilty siiftier, believed in the Saviour, 
that "your sins might be. forgiven you, for his 
name's sake?" 

But perhaps you iVill be disposed to ask, if 
faith in Christ be necessary to pardon, what is 
become of Isabella, who could not believe?. 
God in his mercy pledged himself to be the God 
of his people, and " of their seed after them." 
On the footing of this promise, Isabella was 
cast upon him from the womb ; and we beJieve 
hat, .accepting of the dedication, he became 
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her Go<^ from her mother's womb/ We arc sat- 
isfied, therefore, that in removing her from this 
world of sin and suffering, it was to make good 
his promise to her in a better life. When torn 
from the throbbing bosom of her weeping pa- 
rents, it was that she might recline forever on 
the bosom of a loving Saviour. It is enough, 
our child is yet alive ; — *' The maid is not dead, 
but sleepeth." She is only " taken away from 
the evil to come." * Yes, happy child ! if thou 
hast found an early grave, thou hast found in it 
a secure retreat from all the ills of this mortal 
life. Thy head shall ache no more, nor thy 
little breast heave with violent sickness. 

Thou art removed, too, from a scene of moral 
evil, where the seductive snares of vice, and the 
strong allurements of a deceitful world might 
have proved the ruin of thy precious soul, to a 
place of perfect safety, where there is nothing 
without thee nor within thee to endanger thy 
secure .enjoyment of unmingled and eternal 
bliss. We sorrow, then, but i^e sorrow not as 
"having no hope." " We shall go .to thee, but 
thou shalt not return to us," 
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In this prospect, we will " gird up the loins of 
our minds, be sober, and hope to the end," in 
the blessed prospect of rejoining thee in our Fa- 
ther's house, where there is no more curse, no 
more sorrow, no more death, no more parting. 

But remember, my young reader, that you are 
difierently circumstanced from Isabella. You 
are come to the years of understanding. You 
know that you ha?e deliberately and wilfully dis- 
obeyed God; You know thact God has, in sove- 
reign mercy, provided a Saviour who is able and 
willing to • save you. You know that God re- 
quires you to believe, love, and obey this Sa- 
viour, and that he assures you that this is the 
only way by which a sinful creature can escape 
the punishment of sin, and get to heaven at last. 
Now, if you neglect to do this, you disobey God, 
despise the Saviour, and must perish in your 
sins. 
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Died 26th March, 1822, aged eleven Years 
and ten Months. 

The subject of this brief Memorial, was a 
very stout and healthy child, till visited in his 
seventh year with the trouble that carried him 
off. Teething, and all the other diseases com- 
mon to children, he got over with perfect ease, 
and no one at his age ever promised fairer for a 
long and healthy life. But short-sighted mortals 
are frequently disappointed in their fondest pros- 
pects. 

'^ A worm unseen attacks the root, 
And all our hopes are vain." 

Parents commonly and naturally dread the 
apprpach of those diseases that are .incidoDt to 
children, and that prove fatal to so many of 
•1 



d by Google 



14 MEMORIAL OF 

tbem; and when their children get safely 
through them, they are apt to congratulate 
themselves, as if now placed in some measure of 
security ; while God is, perhaps, sealing the sen- 
tence, and commissioning the messenger of 
death. Every man comes into the world under 
an irrevocable sentence of death, and every mo- 
ment of life that he enjoys, is by the indulgence 
of a precarious respite ; and in the enjoyment of 
perfect health and undiminished strength, he 
knows not but the next day or the next hour 
may bring the order for his execution. 

Hence it is, that man so often " cometh fortji 
like & flower, and is cut down." " As for man, 
his days are as grass, as a flower of the field so 
he flourisheth, but a wind passeth over it, and it 
is gone, and the place thereof shall know it no 
more ?" " What is your life ? it is even a vapor 
that appeareth for a little time, and thenvanisheth 
away." Never were these maxims more strik- 
ingly verified, than in the subject of this' Memoir. 
He raised our most sanguine hopes, and sudden- 
ly disappointed them. 

Alexander gave indications of no inferior 
powers of mind, so far as time and opportunity 
permitted. He postessed, to a considerable de- 
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gree, a comprehensive judgement, a retentive 
memory, ami an inquiring mind. Before he 
reached his eighth year, he_ was reading the 
Greek Testament, — rwas going over the Hebrew 
Grammar a second time, — understood English 
Grammar tolerably well, — wrote a pretty fair and 
regular hand, and could apply all the common 
rules of Arithmetic with considerable quickness 
and precision. 

Although going on with aH, or almost all of 
these branches together, yet to him it was no 
confinement, no hardship or oppression. He 
took pleasure in his education, and accomplish- 
ed his tasks with ease and facility ; so that he 
was far less confined to the bouse than children 
of his age generally are when at school. Hav- 
ing had sonre experience, both as a teacher and 
a^ a parent, in the management of the education 
of youth, especially in its early stages, I can 
state positively as the result of that experience, 
that where there is a natural talent for acquiring 
education, it is always attended with a propor- 
tionable degree of pleasure in the exercises neces- 
sary to acquire it ; and that, on the other hand, 
where there is any considerable aversion to these 
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exercises, there is a want or a deficiency of that 
talent. • - 

Hence, both parents and teachers ought to 
oeware of harshness and severity in such cases. 
A want, or a deficiency of natural talent is not a 
fault, — is not punishable, — is not censurable. It 
is always attended with a corresponding degree 
of labour and difBculty, in the acquisition of any 
branch of education ; and hence the natural aver- 
sion to the necessary exercises in the youthful 
mind. The practice, not uncommon in families 
and in Sabbath Schools, of assigning to children, 
indiscriminately^ large portions of Scripture or of 
a catechism to commit to memory, is certainly 
injudicious as well as unjust. It greatly tends 
to give those who want the talent for such a task, 
a distaiSte for religious exercises altogether. 

Everything like rigorous treatment tends to 
increase rather than to diminish the evil, — to 
stupify rather than to quicken the judgement. 
Let the divine Teacher who said, '* Leara of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart," be our pat- 
tern. He carries on the education of his disci- 
ples, not by harshness and severity, "but by a 
meek and patient condescension to- the weakness 
and imperfection of their respective capacities 
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and talents. Let all who are concerned in the 
business of teaching, especially of religious teach- 
ing, " go and do likewise." 

The first parts of Scripture that Alexander had 
by memory, were acquired by accident, rather 
than design. When very young, Peter's mirac- 
ulous deliverance from prison, was a story that 
particularly engaged his attention. Hence, read- 
ing it over with peculiar interest, two or three 
times, he foun<} that he retained it without any 
design of committing it to memory, and before 
he was aware. 

The same may be said of the fifty-third chap- 
ter of Isaiah, and of other diflferent portions of 
the sacred volume. This indeed is the only 
thing likely to make the task of committing to 
memory both pleasant and profitable to children ; 
and it should therefore be the great aim of pa- 
rents to endeavor to interest the minds of their 
children, in the engaging stories, parables, and 
dis<x>urses of the Bible. The mere drudgery of 
committing to memory, without feeling any in- 
terest in the subject, will be of little use. 

As a specimen of Alexander's power of mem- 
ory, he recited, as a voluntary task at the Sabbath 
School, the first Epistle of Peter, from beginning 
to end, without an error, and without a stop, but 
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one ; and the siecond Epistle, on a following eve- U 
ning, in the same way. 

In his natural disposition, he was kind and af- 
fectionate. His attachment to his parents was 
very strong. When we were describing to him 
the solemnities of the last day, the separation of 
the righteous from the ungodly, with the final 
issue of the whole ; and reminding him, that un- 
less he believed, loved, and followed the Saviour, 
he would at last be driven away with the wicked ; 
the thought of being separated forever from his 
parents, would affect him even to tears. 

If at any time he committed a fault that de- 
manded correction, he would ingenuously confess 
that he had done wrong, and that he deserved 
chastisement, while he earnestly solicited forgive- 
ness. We endeavored to impress upon his mind, 
from his earliest years, that the correction of 
children was an ordinance of God, — read to him 
passages to that purpose, and endeavored to per- 
suade him that it was in obedience to the will of 
God, and for the good of his precious soul, and 
not from any wish to inflict pain upon him, that 
we acted in correcting him. 

So soon as he came to be a subject capable of 
being reasoned with, correction, when it became 
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•^ necessary, was administered with calmness and 
solemnity ; and after setting before him in the 
plainest and njost solemn manner, the improprie- 
ty of his conduct, the evil of it, as disobedience 
not only to his parents on earth, but also to his 
Father in heaven, and the painful necessity it 
imposed upon us of obeying God in his chastise- 
ment. In this part of our object, we, I believe, 
fully succeeded. Indeed, the call to employ the 
discipline of the Lord, was by no means of fre- 
quent occurrence. 

I have good reason to believe, that by means 
of domestic and Sabbath School instruction, his 
mind was seriously impressed with the impor- 
tance of religion, and the value and love of the 
Saviour, before his trouble came on. When he 
became seriously unwell, it was found advisable 
to sepd him to the coast, for the benefi^ of sea air. 
Her^, among a circle of kind relations, he expe- 
rienced every possible care, attention and indul- 
gence. After a time, his trouble seemed to 
abate, and he recovered a good measure of 
strength and spirits. 

But the kindness and affection shown him, and 
the indulgence which he experienced, as he af- 
terwards acknowledged, rather dissipated his 
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mind, banished his inward impressions of the 
importance of religion, and gave him a distaste 
for serious subjects — although he gave no out- 
ward indications of aversion to his Bible, but 
continued to read it regularly, morning and eve- 
ning, and to attend to Sabbath School exercises 
as diligently as ever. 

A little relaxation from domestic restraint and 
discipline may be occasionally very useful, and 
and even needful ; but too much of it never fails 
to prove injurious to the youthful mind. 

After a while, his trouble, which was never 
properly removed, again returned, and increased, 
so that we were obliged to bring him home. 
Here, being much confined to the house, h^ be^ 
took himself to his Bible with renewed diligence 
and delight. His method was to read regularly 
through, by taking a portion of the Old Testa- 
ment, and another of the New, every day. In 
this way, he soqn read through the Bible again 
and again, and acquired a very extensive knowl- 
edge of its contents. 

The first chapter of Matthew, on account of 
its connexion with the Old Testament history, 
engaged his attention, so that he soon had it by 
memory, and cduld give an outline of the history 
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of every one in the line of descent^, from Abra- 
ham down to the papti?ity. 

But it; was not with him the mere mechanical 
exercise of readitig and of ipenuNry. He read 
with a judgement and reflection, far. beyond his 
years. The difficulty that he found in reconcil- 
ing Old and New Testament doctrines, on ac- 
•count of the diversity of language in which those 
doctrines are delivered, furnished him with mat- 
ter for many a pertineht question, which at this 
distance of time have mostly escaped my memo- 
ry, although they struck me at the time, as indi- 
cations of a very thinking and inquiring mind. 

For instance. How could ]||^id say, Psalm li. 
16. *' Thou desirest not sacfifiee— thou delightest 
not in burnt oiering," when it is well known 
that God appointed sacrificed under the. law, and 
often testified his delight in them t In answer, 
fa^ was reminded that there was no sacrifice ap- 
pointed in the law for adultery, or murder^— the 
sins of which David had been lately guilty, and 
the pardon of which he now so earnestly so- 
licited. 

He was reminded, moreover, that the sacrifices 
of the law were never intended to procure pardon 
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for men, but to teach them their need of pardon^ 
and to guide their faith to the« coming SaViour, 
by w)}ose sacrifice alone pardon could be pro- 
cured for sinners, and obtained by them. That 
therefore, when men brought* sacrifices to God to 
procure pardon -by them, this was an end for 
which God never desired them, and would con- 
sequently never accept of them. • . * 
His attention was then directed to the tenth 
chapter of the Epistle to tfie Hebrews, where this 
subject is so r plainly illustrated. And he was 
told, that under the gospel, as well as under the 
law, when men brought their sacrifices, that is,, 
theirworksof obq^nce, to procure their pardon 
with God, they would no more be accepted than 
the Jews were hi similar circumstances. : That 
the defith pf Jesus was the only pardon-fxrocuring 
sacrifice, and that he only who cometh to God 
asking for pardon, and life, and glory, for the 
sake of this sacrifice,' .shall find acceptance with 
him. 

• But here a new difiiculty occurred : If, said 
he, the death of 'Christ be the only sacrifice that 
God will accept, why does David say, " The sac- 
rifices of God are a •broken spirit, a broken &nd 
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise V* 
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•To solve a question like this to the satisfaction 
•of an •inquiring child, on gospel principles, is not 
so easy as we would at first imagine. ^I en- 
deavored to explain to bim, that a broken he^rt, 
&c. was no other than real sorrow for sin, — 
"Godly sorrow working repentance unto salva- 
tion ;" but that t\[i\s genuine sorrow was never 
produced but by faith in the suffering and death 
of Christ, according to the .prophet, " They 
shall look* on him whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him as one mourn*- 
ethfor an only son;" that this broken spirit 
and contrite heart, therefore,, not only sup- 
posed faith in the suffering Saviour, but was the 
genuine effect of that faith ; ^hd that God was 
well-pleased, not only with the death of his be* 
loved Son, but also with everything that faith in 
his death produced in them that believed it. In 
short, that God is well-pleased with " a broken 
spirit and a contrite heart," not a^ a ground of 
pardon for the sinner, but. as the fruit of his 
Spirit in the believer. 

In reading through the Acts of the Apostles, 
the apparent difference between the seventh 
verse of the ninth chapter, aftd the ninth verse of 
the twenty-second, did not esckpe him. This, 
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though trifling in itself^ shewed that he not dttly 
read, but. read with attention, — ^that he not only 
attended to what he was reading, but recollected 
what he had read. The true solution of thii 
difficulty probably is, that the people in question 
heard the sound of a toice, but a Toice whose 
words they couhl not comprehend. John xii. 39. 

The apparent inconsistency of Paul's conduct 
in opposing circumcision, (chapter fifteenth) with 
his conduct in circumcising Timothy, (chapter 
sixteenth,) also engaged his attention. , He wa» 
told that Paul opposed circumcision, because the 
false teachers insisted that it was necessary to the 
salvation of the Gentiles^ and so put it in the 
room of Christ. *3ut that in circumcising Tinn 
Othy, who was a Jew by his mother, though his 
circumcision had. been neglected, he did it mere^ 
ly tQ render his ministry more accc^ptable to the 
Jews, who could not endure to have any reli* 
gious intercourse with personsiincircumcised. 

These are but a specimen of the many indica* 
tions that Alexander gave, that he not only read, 
but searched the Scriptqres in queitt of eternal 
life. iThat he was the subject of divine teaching, 
his spirit,' his tempei*, his conduct gave the most 
satisfying evidenbe. His patient endurance of a 
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lingering, complicated, and painful disorder, was 
truly exemplary and Christian-like. No impa- 
tience marked his conduct, no fretfulness his 
temper, no murmuring his language. All was 
calmness,, meekness' and submission. ' . 

Not only his knowledge of the Bible, but the 
interest he. felt in it, and the pleasure and satis- 
faction it afforded him, shewed plainly that its 
contents were congeqial with the' state of his 
mind. -It was his delight not only to read it, but 
have it read and expounded to him. His mother, 
who was ever with him, knows what pleasure he 
took in these exercrses, and how frequently and 
earnestly he solicited her to read, and pray with 
him. 

Nor was he satisfied with the prayers of oth- 
ers op his behalf. Regularly, morning and 
evening, did he retire to his closet 'devotions, 
as long as he was able to -walk ; and when he 
became unable to go, he as regularly requested 
to be carried by others. 

He felt the most tender concern for the spiritual' 
interest of his Kttle sister, who, he thought, was 
too careless about her soul. He frequently spoke 
to her on the importance of religion, prescribed 
passages of Scripture to her to get by memory, 
♦2 
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and would encourage her by the promise of some 
pence as a reward. 

The consolatory discourses, John xiv. xv. xvi. 
xvii. engaged much of his own attention amlaffotd'* 
ed him much enjoyment, and in recommending 
them to her, and finding her rather averse to the 
task, he said, " Lass, if you knew the manysweet 
hours I pasff in repeating these chapters to my- 
self, when you are aH sleeping,* you woul(>jiotbe 
so averse to learn them.'' His confidence was 
never very strong ; but he hung by the promise 
and the power of the Redeemer to save. He * 
felt the state of his mind sometimes so different 
from what he thoiight it should be, that it 
led him to doubt of his interest in the Saviour 
altogether* 

Sitting by his mother,^ one day, h^ 8ud4enly 
burst into tears, and being asked what was the 
mader, he said, he was apprehensive he did not 
believe in Christ On being i^ked the reason, he 
replied, '' I feel my mind so much taken up about 
'New Year's Day, which was juist at. hand, that 
it makes me doubt if I belong to Christ, for I think 
if I didy my mind would be otherwise occupied/' 

When informed that thbre was no prospect of 
his recovery, and thaihe was evidently dying, he 
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«aid, " As sooQ ad he likes, if he Would but just 
take me to himself." Being asked if he found 
his mind reconciled* to the Lord's dealing with 
liim/ in sending this trouble on him to remove 
bim at so early a period from the world, he re* 
plied, that he was perfectly resigned and satisfi- 
ed. "If," said.he, " I were permitted lo live, I 
might turn out bad, and bring grief on my ^ar 
rents, and ruin on myself.' Life is but short, at 
the longest, and it matters little who goes^ first,; 
all must soon follow." 

The foregoing is a specimen of the state and 
feelings' of Alexander's mind, and of the manner 
in which he expressed himself during, his com- 
plicated and painful illness. With all the difii- 
dence that attended his experience in religion, 
and all the suspicions that he felt and expressed, 
we have qo reason to doubt that he was a subject 
of divine teaching, and an object of divine love 
afad saving mercy. He died as he lived-, resigned 
to the will of God, and cleaving to the Saviour. 

His distress w^ vety great during the l^t day 
or two of his mortal existence. He said but lit- 
tle.* What be said, however, was of a piece with 
his manner of life. We believe, therefore, that 
he exchanged a world of sin and sorrow fi>r a 
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worl4ofHght a;n<J glory,— ^a couch of sickness 
and of paid for the peaceful hosom of the loving 
Saviour, — ^the-sobs and the sighs of weeping pa- 
rents, for ^he rejoicing shouts of ministering an- 
gels. Oh, what a change ! a change which only 
he who has felt, can adequately appreciate or 
comprehend,— a change, of which nothing but 
implicit faith in the diyihe testimony, can give us 
any comfortable assurance, for ourselvi^s or for 
others. 
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OtiedM the 5th of August, 1825, aged 11 Years 
afid 6' Months. . 



* The subject of this short notice was all along 
t>f rather a delicate habit, although she enjoyed, 
with a few interruptions, tolerably regular healt.h, 
' until seized with her last illness. When about 
ten months, old, she was seized with a. nervous 
disorder, ihki threatened he( life. But God then 
lieard our prayers, and graciously permitted us to 
enjoy her for a few years longer, that in her 
we might witness the efficacy of divine teaching, 
and the power of divine grace i for when we 
were just watching for the last breath, she grad- 
ually revived, and by degrees recovered her for- 
mer health. 

She naturally possessed'a great flow of spirits, 
was quick and lively-, and hence easily irritated 
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and pot out of humor. In her disposition she 
was kindly affectionate, and strong in her at- 
tachments, as persons of keen feelings ordinarily 
are. The powers of her mind sdemed little infe- 
rior to her brother's, though they were not devel- 
6ped at so early ^ period. 

During the winter months of 1824, she went 
through a course of Arithmetic, Grammar, and 
Geography, in which she discovered, for so short 
a period, a very considerable degree of memory, 
invention, and judgement. Of these, however, 
and other branches of education, to which slie 
had been for some time attending, she was not 
destined to make any use. Religion, -alone, is 
that branch of education which,' while it is use- 
ful and ornamental here, is indispensably neces. 
sary for another world. ' ' ^ 

What a pity that so many . parents, in the 
education of their children, should neglect this 
only branch that can* never be lost or rendered 
useless, while, expense, and care, and pains are 
bestowed on other branches, that they may never 
live to turn to any advantage, and on fitting them 
for situations which they may never be destined 
to occupy. 
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The fond parent conras, as many a parent has 
come, to take his st^nd by th6 dying couch of his 
beloved and hq^eful offspring, with the^sigh of an- 
guish, and to bedew it v/ith the tear of sorrbw^— 
when all his earthly purposes respecting them are 
"broken off," and all hi? well-laid schemes for 
securing their wealth, their honor, and their 
happinci^ in life, are forever blasted, and all his 
fairest, fondest anticipations respecting their 
earthly career are in a moment levelled in the 
dust. ' What, oh J what can soothe the sorrow 
of bis bleeding heart, or allay the anguish of his 
broken spirit? Is it the thought that he educat- 
ed them £br shining in the circles of fashion, or 
for succeeding in the acquisition of wealth ? • Js it 
the reflection that he g^ve them an education 
suited to the station in which he imagined they 
were designed to move li ' -• 

Ob, no .1 nothing but 'the petsuasion that they 
have been educated for God, and qualified for 
the business and society of the world into which 
they are jqst about to enter. This alone can 
mitigate the parting pang, and^ ' reconcile the 
weeping parentis mind to the fixed decree that 
separates him and his darling child for life. Alas ! 
how maiiy a well educated youth, in a land of 
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gospel light, lays down hi« head on the pillow of 
death, as ignorant of himself^ aiidof the God with 
whom he has to -dp, as the babe Unborp I How 
much has the parent to aopount ibr, who ii| to 
blame for all this ,1 

Early in*^ January^ 1825, Elizat>eth-s health 
began visibly to decline. After a variety of in-* 
effectual applications for checking the pro|^res8 of 
her disorder, as a lauit reinedyi she. was ordered 
away to the coast early in April, for a change of 
air. Hafing continued there until the end of 
Jane, without any petmanentio^proveipentyit was 
found necessary to bring h^r home, — ^her symp- 
toiQs haying then assumed an alarming aspect 
Her constitution being now completely uode^*^ 
mined, she rapidly sunk under her disorder, 
until her exhausted frame was no longer able to 
perform its functions, 'fhene ocourtences,- how- 
eyer, being of no interest to the reader, though 
deeply interesting to the writer, it were unneces- 
sary to dwell on them. 

Prom her earliest years, filizabeth'is mind was 
furnished with those branches of religious knowl- 
edge that 'were suited to her age and capacity : 
— the existence, perfections^ and works of God ; 
the fall of man, and consequent corruptioi^ of bu« 
man nature ; the work, the love, and the conde- 
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scenskm df Jesus Christ ; the obligation thence 
arising to believe, love, and serve him ; the ne- 
cessity of regeneration, and a fhture state of 
rewards and punishments. These subjects we 
endeavored as far as possible to render not only 
familiar, but interesting and impressive. 

In addition to what she was taught at home, 
she enjoyed also the benefit of Sabbath School 
instruction. Yet, although she manifested no 
opposition to the truth, nor even aversion to reli- 
gious exercises, she gave no decided evidence of 
being under the influence of the- fear of God, un- 
til her last illness. I do not know that we had 
sufficient reason to say she was n(d, but we had 
not all the evidence that we could wish that she 
was. 

During the first, and I may i^dd, the greater 
part of her trouble, although she listened with 
seeming pleasure to anything thaC was said to her 
on i*eIigious subjects, yet she was very reserved, 
and said little or nothing of her feelings, views 
or prospects. Her natural flow of spirits, and 
the gentle, and consequently insidious nature of 
her disease, led her long to indulge the hope of 
recovery. Yet even during this period, she 
seems to have h»d her doubts and her apprel^n- 
3 
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sions, though she rather inclined to conceal tbeiii* 
Having, when at the coast, had occasion to wit- 
ness the funeral of a lady, she said to her mother 
when she came in, '* When I saw yon lady car- 
ried out, I thought with myself, this is the way 
that I must be carried, some day sOon." 

After her return from the coast, however, she 
laid aside all her reserve, and freely opened her 
mind ; or, to speak more properly, the Lord 
opened her mind to discover divine subjects in a 
new and remarkable manner, and opened her 
lips to express lier newly acquired vieWs and 
feelings. She .could now talk with the utmost 
calmness, serenity, and satisfaction, of her ap- 
proaching dissolution. With the hiost unruffled 
composure, she often declared she had no fear 
of death. "Formerly," said she, " when I took 
any disease, I used to be terribly afraid that I 
should die ; but now I can think of it with 
pleasure." 

Of her former fear <^ death, we had many 
striking proofs. When seized with any disorder, 
her first question oitlinarily was, '' Oh ! shall I 
diet shall I die?" I had been in the habit of 
taking her occasionally into my room, and talking 
closely with her oh the state of her soul, the love 
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of the Saviour, and the concerns of eternity, 
conclading with prayer. She always rose from 
these exercises hathed in tears : this I attributed 
to a conscious apprehension- that things were not 
right with her, and a consequent dread of death 
and eternity. What a change must then have 
taken place in hei* mind, to enaUe her to view 
approaching death without emotion ! Nor was 
this the result of any new species of teaching ; for 
the truths that now supported her mind in the 
prospect of death, were the very same that were 
pressed on her attention, and that she professed 
to believe from the beginning. But it was the 
result, we trust, of their being now discovered 
in the light of the Holy Spirit. 

Nd child was ever more fdnd of youthful sports; 
yet looking out at the window one day, and seeing 
her former companions engaged at their diver- 
sions, she pleasantly said to her mother, *' I used to 
be vexed when I saw them at play, and found I 
could not join them ; but now I' do not feel the 
least desire or wish to be with them ; I can look at 
them without the least regret.'' Never, perhaps, 
were mortal features more strongly marked with 
the love of parents, than her's were. This dis- 
posittoD distinguished her earliest years, and it 
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grew with her growth, and strengthened with her 
strength. . When at the coast, she often took 
her mother in her arms, to kiss her, saying with 
a smile, '' O mother, I never loved you so well 
ds I do now !'' After returning home, she one 
morning, coming out of her room with a counte- 
nance lighted up with cheerfulness, said to her 
parents, ''I love you so well, that I dp not^know 
what to say to you." 

Who would have expected that she could en- 
dure the thought of a final separation from these 
beloved parents without the keenest anguish ? 
Yet so, to our astonishment, was the case. She 
contemplated it without any seeming regret. 
She talked of it without any apparent emotion. 
Her heart seemed to be so satisfied with the 
prospect of heaven, that everything else, however 
endearing, lost its charm. ^ 

I said her heart seemed to be so satisfied, for 
thi& is the most appropriate word by which I can 
think to convey the state of her mind. No 
rapturous expressions of joy escaped her. No ex- 
tacy of feeling seemed to transport her mind. 
Her frame, if I may so call it, was a habitual 
calm, steady, rational satisfactiob, founded 
on the faithful promise of God. No expres- 
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I of indec0it or presumptuous confidence ever 
escaped her. When a^ked any time if she was 
trusting in the Saviour,*— if ^he was satisfied that 
he was able and willing tasave. her, her strongest 
expressions were, *' I think so — I hope so— I be- 
lieve so." 

It will be recollected that I noticed before, 
*faow deeply her brother, in his last illness, inte- 
rested himself in her spiritual welfare, and how 
affectionately he warned and admonished her. 
Nothing now seemed to distress her so much as 
the manner in^ which she treated his affectionate 
ooneern for her soul. Again and again, did she 
lefer to this painful 'subject, as grieving and dis- 
tressing her exceedingly. ^* I used," said she, 
'* to laugh at him, or run out of the house when 
he began to speak to me about my soul ; but t 
now see it was exceedingly sinful, and it grieves 
me mnch«" 

This must have been when they were by them- 
selves, for it would not have been allowed in the 
presence of their parents. 

My young reader, perhaps you are treating the 

faithful admonition of some pious relation in the 

same way. O remember, that it will be a source 

of grief to you at another day, if not in this 

•3 
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worMi as was ike case wiUi Elizabeth, yet in ifae 
world to come, when your gri^f will be of do 
avail to you. 

CoQBected wi|h'this subject, itxiaay be m^mr 
tioned, that Elizabeth discovered the deepest 
concern for the spiritual welfare of her survivtng 
brother* She again and again spoke of him, 
expressing her fears that he was just as careless 
and thoughtless as she had formerly been. A 
few hours bidbre her #ealh, her mother remind- 
ing her that they were just about to part, added 
But is it not a cpmi(Hrtable thought, that if we aU 
bold fast the truth, we thall naeet again in a bet- 
t» world 1 Yes, she replied, but added, I have 
great fears about Robert. Her mother, mtsun^ 
derstanding her drift, and suspecting that !her 
mind wis now failing her, said. What about 
Robert, tAj dear ? I am afraid, she replied, that 
he is very thoughtless and careless about his soul ; 
evidently msinua^iing her lears that she might not 
meet with htm in heaven. The prospect of meet- 
ing there with her brother Alexander, grea% 
delighted her mind, and she spoke of it with 
much aatisfaction. 

A neighbor, seemingly laboring under t^e 
sMae disorder, called one d«y to ask for hef- 
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Afler sKe went oul, it was remarked by some 
one, that she was evidently dying. Elizabeth 
coolly rejoined, "und I too ;" but added, " I 
have no wish to get better, nor to stay in this 
world any longer. I have no fear of death now. 
I hope to go to heaven, and be happier there 
than here; and, she added with emphasis. If I 
were there, 1 lOould see Alexander.'* 

Instead of discovering any tendency to peev- 
ishness or discontent under lier affliction, she 
often ei^pressed a grateful sense of the many 
mercies she enjoyed, and of the great care and 
kindness bestowed on her. Standing by her 
bedside one day, and observing that she was ve- 
ry weakly, I sai4 to her, You see how nepessary 
for you to look to the Lord who alone can suj^^t 
yott under your weakness ; for though your pa- 
rents love you, and grieve for you, yet they can- 
not helpjou, nor remove your disease. " No" 
«be replied pleasantly, " but you are doiog all that 
yon can.'' 

At another time, when laid in bed for the 
night, she remarked, ** how thankful should I be to 
God for this comforUble bed, and for all the eor- 
4kls aed comforts I enjoy, of which so many aie 
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destitute." I asked her one day, among other 
things, if she thought she had yet got a new 
heart. After a little pause she replied, " I do 
not know — I rather doubt it." Do you not think, 
said I, that your mind has undergone some change 
of late? "O yes," she replied, "I know and 
feel that I now delight in those things to which 
I was formerly averse." Well, said f, that is 
just what the Bible means by a new heart, a 
change of mind respecting God and religion. 

Of the truth of her assertion, we had ample ev- 
idence. Often did she request her father or her 
robther to read a chapter and pray with her, — 
exercises in which she took great delight. She 
complained that, when she tried to pray for her- 
self, she could not get words. I reminded her of 
the prayer of the Publican, and told her that if she 
understood that, it contained all that she needed. 
If you believe that, as a sinner, you need mercy 
to pardon your sins, and that God is able and 
willing, for the sake of Christ, to bestow, this 
mercy on them that ask it, this lays the founda- 
tion for acceptable prayer. It is not/ 1 added, 
the number of fine words, but the desire of the 
heart that God regards in prayer. With this 
explanation she seemed pleased and satisfied. 
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On the forenoon of her last earthly Sabbath, she 
*r6qaei5ted her mother to go into the garden with 
her ; but finding herself weaker than she anticipa- 
ted, she desired to be carried, remarking with a 
pleasant smile, "I -see I am fast going." When 
they were seated, hearing the voice of psalms from 
the meeting house, she said, " I used to wonder 
how the people in heaven could serve God day 
and night in iiis temple, without being tired of 
it; but now I think it will be the most de- 
lightful thing in the world to be doing nothing 
else." 

Her mother asked her if her hope of going 
to heaven arose from the thought that she had 
not been a very great sinner, nor allowed to run 
into open vice, like « many other children. " O 
no, mother," she replied, " considering the great 
adyantages I have enjoyed, I have surely been a 
great sinner, and I believe I need the same par- 
don with the thief on the cross." Being asked 
if she was satisfied that she had believed the 
gospel, she replied, '' I am sometimes afraid that 
perhaps I have not believed right. ^^ Her mother 
told her that it was not the manner of believing, 
but the truth believed that saved sinners. She 
stated to her the work of Christ, and the testi- 



d by Google 



42 MEMORIAL OF 

roony of God concerning it, shewed her from the 
Scriptures that it was not how they believed, bat 
what they believed, that gave the first Christians 
peace and joy, and illustrated the belief of the 
gospel and its effects by the belief of the promise 
of an earthly friend. 

This illustration delighted her exceedingly. It 
gave new light to her mind-on a subject deeply in- 
teresting to her soul ; and she declared that the 
thought of death and the prospect of eternity, were 
now increasingly pleasant to her mind. " I never 
can doubt," she added, ** the Lord's willingness 
to give pardon and eternal life, when *he spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all.' '' 
To make a fuller trial of the feelings of her mind 
in the prospect of death, she was asked by her 
mother if she did not feel a measure of dissatis- 
faction with the ways of God toward her, when 
she saw herself about to be taken away in lier 
youthful days, and her companions left to enjoy 
life, and health, and happiness. With seeming 
astonishment, she replied, " O mother, I wonder 
you would ever think so ; such a thought never 
entered my mind. No, no ; I am quite pleased^ 
content, and happy with my prospects.'' 
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lo the course of this interesting conversation, 
in which there was, perhaps, a fuller develope- 
ment of the state and feelings of^ her mind than 
on any other occasion, she said, " When T uped 
to think of my sins, I thought with myself that 
God would perhaps pardon me at the last day, 
though he would not pardon everybody; hut I 
DOW see clearly that this could not be, and that 
if I am not pardoaed here, I cian never be par- 
doned there." 

This sentiment was not, 1 fear, peculiar to 
her, but common to young and old. In fact, it is 
the hope, the delusive and soul-ruining hope, that 
they will some how or other escape at last, that 
enables so many to live at ease in their sins. '' I 
shall have peace," says the sinner, ** though I 
walk in the imagination of my heart, to add 
drnnkenness to thirst." 

My young reader, remember that this is a de- 
lufdon of the devil, to divert your attention away 
from your danger. God wiU be found at last as 
faithful to his threatenings as to his promises ; 
and if you are not brought, like Elizabeth, to see 
and believe the danger of this sentiment here^ 
you must see and believe it, when it will be for. 
ever too late. Unless you believe the Saviour, 
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and your sins be forgiven you for his name's 
sake, in this life, you can never be pardoned in 
the world to oome. vThose that appear at the 
last day unjust and unholy, must continue unjust 
and unholy still. O read with serious attention, 
Prov. i.20— 23. Matt. xxv. 10, 11, 12, 13. 

Elizabeth seemed more anxious to mitigate the 
sorrow of her afflicted parents, than to draw 
their attention to Rer own distress. Observing 
her very weakly one evening, I said to her, in a 
tone of grief, I fear you are soon going to leave 
us. She replied, " I have no desire to continue 
much longer in this world." I added, In heaven 
there is no more pain nor distress. "No," she 
replied, " no more curse, neither sorrow, nor 
sighing." 

Often would she say to her mother, when she 
observed her grieved on her a«countj " Mother, 
I am not so ill as you think." On the night be- 
fore she died, her mother, seeing her greatly eftt- 
hausted with a tickling cough, arising from a 
collection of defluxion in her breast, which she 
had not strength enough to bring up, said to 
her, with a tear in her eye. You are greatly dis- 
tressed, my dear. She calmly replied,J*f You seem 
to be in greater distress than I " 
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About two hours before she died, I went to 
her bedside. She was drenched in the cdd 
sweat of death. Her hands and arms, which 
used to emit a burning heat, felt like the ice of 
December. My feelings were overpowered. 
Observing my confusion, she mildly looked up in 
my face, and with seeming surprise, said, ** Are 
you grieved for me?" and afler a little pause 
added, " I thought last night I would have been 
with Jesus to-day." Finding that her end was 
now just at hand, we raised her brother to wit- 
ness her departure. He fell a crying when we 
told him she was just dying. 

Though in an adjoining room, she heard 
him ; and although aware, I believe, of the 
cause, she said very distinctly, " what is Robert 
crying for?" Having told her that it was about her, 
she again began to say something, but her tongue 
failed her. She attempted it again and again, 
but could not articulate intelligibly. We under- 
stood, however, from the connexion in which it 
stood, that it respected her brother's immortal 
interests. Her judgment seei;ned at this time 
as clear and collected as ever. In little more 
than half an hour, her eye became fixed ; and 
in about half an hour more, she gently breathed 
4 
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her soul into the arms of her Redeemer, and 
exchanged an emaciated body and an exhausted 
frame, for the glorious robes of immortaiity — the 
sorrows and the ills of time, for the exquisite en- 
joyments of a holy eternity. " Blessed are the 
dead that die in the Lord, that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works do follow 
them." 
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Died 4th April, 1827, Aged Eleven Years. 

Like his brother, he was from his infan- 
cy stout and healthy, until the commencement 
of his disease. In disposition^ he was soil- 
tempered, mild, and pleasant ; but in capacity, 
far inferior to his brother and sister. Indeed, 
he seemed in this respect as if he did not belong 
to the same family ; and I found, in his case, 
a call for the application of the remarks made 
in page 16, as to the different kinds of treatment, 
that different degrees of capacity require. — 
However, by patience, perteverence, and gentle 
treatment, I succeeded beyond what I once anti- 
cipated. He could read and write and cipher 
pretty correctly, by the time that his disease 
began. Besides, his capacity was evidently 
improving by practice, and every new acquisition 
made the next step comparatively easy. 
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From his case, and many others with whieh I 
have had to do, as well as from what passed 
under my observation at school, in my youthful 
days, I am very much persuaded, that if a due 
regard were paid to the capacities of such chil- 
dren — ^harshness and coercion laid aside— pa- 
tient, gentle and e^couraging methods adopted 
and pursued, parents and teachers would often 
succeed much better than they do. 

Robert, however, acquired all the education 
that he was destined to need here. He could 
read his Bible correctly ; and he was made ac« 
quainted with its important contents from his 
earliest years. He conducted himself toward hie 
|>arents with all the obedience and respect that 
could be expected from a child of his years. He 
Ufltened with seeming pleasure to the religious 
instructions imparted to him, — attended the Sab^ 
bath School, and committed portions of Scrip- 
ture, as well as hymrfs and psalms, to memory, 
as. he was able. But we never oppressed him 
with these things, beyond what we knew his 
capacity would bear. 

Having, in the wise arrangements of divine 
providence, beeft necessarily absent during his 
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sickness and death, I am unable to say much 
respecting his feelings and his views in the 
prospect of eternity. I know, however, that he 
enjoyed all the advantages of the instruction of 
a pious and intelligent mother, who made it her 
study, by precept and example, to communicate 
to her children the knowledge of God, and to 
bring them up in his fear. Nothing, indeed, 
but the full conviction of her excellent qualifica- 
tions for this task, would have induced me to be 
so much from home, as my engagements in 
Shetland required me to be. 

He was well aware that he was going the way 
of all the earth. He spoke of it frequently, and 
conversed with his mother about its approach. 
Although he never expressed himself with much 
confidence, yet he always professed his trust in 
the work of Christ as the only ground of his 
hope for eternity. He frequently said to his 
mother, "If it were not for the mercy of God 
revealed in the gospel, with my present pros- 
pects, I would, I believe, lose my reason ; 
but this makes me view deaith with compo- 
sure." 

A few weeks before his death, his mother was 
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writing to Shetland, and asked him what he had 
to say to his father. '* Tell him," he replied, 
" that if I be not deceiving myself, I am trusting 
to the finished work of the Redeemer, as the 
ground of my hope before God — that I wish 
much to see him, but if I should not, I hope to 
meet him on the right hand of the Son of God, 
at the last day." May God, of his infinite 
mercy, grant it may be so, for Christ's sake. 
Amen, 
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The foregoing simple statement of facts, to 
which a great deal more to the same purpose 
might be added, equally illustrative of the effica- 
cy of divine teaching, and the power of sovereign 
grace, furnishes abundant matter for various re- 
flections, such as, * 

First, The importance of Scriptural alli- 
ances. 

Every divine institution will be found to ap- 
prove itself to the enlightened conscience as 
worthy of God, by its practical utflity, and cer- 
tain adaptation to answer its end ; and in no case 
does this hold more remarkably than in that of 
marriage. The religious education of children 
is an object of such vast ipiportance, and the dif- 
ficulties attending it so numerous and so great, 
that the combined authority, exertion, and influ- 
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ence of both parents, will often be found too 
little for the successful discharge of its duties. 
But if the one party be neutral, and this is the 
very best that can ever happen in the case of an 
anscriptural connexion, it is easy to see with 
what difficulties, discouragements, and even ob- 
structions, the other party has to contend. And 
if tx> the due discharge of this duty it be neces- 
sary that the influence of both parents combine, 
how much more indispensible is it on the part of 
the mother ? 

During the very fittest period for the commu- 
nication of scriptural ideas and religious impres- 
sions to the youthful mind, the child is ever 
about the hand and under the eye of the mother. 
"While in this respect, then, her opportunities are 
much more numerous and suitable than those of 
the father, instruction conveyed under all the 
tender endearments of maternal affection has 
advantages p^uliar to itself The Christian 
man, therefore, who, in proposing to choose a 
partner, does not muke religious intelligence, and 
fervent piety an indispensible prerequisite, or 
who would prefer other qualificatidns to these, 
acts a part as foolish as it is sinful, — a part, 
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which, if it do not prove the ruin of his own re- 
ligion, will, at least, prove a thorn in his side, 
probahlj all his days. He who would commit 
the religious education- of the children which 
God may give him, to the care of a person who 
is herself a stranger, and consequently an enemy 
to vital religion, is guilty of a breach of trust for 
which he will have to account at another day. 

All other arguments, then, in favor of scriptu- 
ral alliances are out of the question ; let this 
one, the religious education of children, be in- 
sisted on ; and the man or the woman who 
does not see its conclusiveness, and feel its 
force, has little claim indeed to the Christian 
character. Even for this single reason, nothing 
short of an absolute prohibition from God would 
lead a Christian, in a right state of mind, to act 
Otherwise than as the law directs. You will 
have observed, what an important part an in- 
telligent and pious mother occupies in the fore- 
going narratives ; and I can assure you, that the 
half has not been told. 

Secondly, The preciousness of those divine 
promises that proclaim salvation to the believer 
and his house. 
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Ever since f became a parent, these promises 
have occupied a considerable share of my atten- 
tion, and I have found them so numerous, so di- 
versified, and so entirely interwoven with the 
very texture of the revelation of mercy, that I 
never could doubt their application to individual 
Christians. In this view, I have endeavored to 
embrace them, and to act upon them. In the 
faith of them, I have both in public and in private 
devoted my children to God as his own. I have 
endeavored, though very defectively, to regard, 
to treat, and to bring them up as his ; and would 
it not now, after all that I have seen, be the 
height of ingratitude not to acknowledge, to the 
glory of his holy name, that his free promise has 
been confirmed in my experience, — that he has 
become the God of my seed. My faith in his 
gracious promise is thus greatly strengthened 
and confirmed. 

Thirdly, The value of early religious in- 
struction. 

The children who are the subjects of the 
preceding account, had their minds very early 
stored with those branches of religious truth that 
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were suited to their ages and capacities. And al- 
though, while they enjoyed health, they gave no 
very decided evidence of feeling the power of the 
truth, as little did they evidence any hostility to it ; 
and when in their trouble they came to see their 
need of it, it was not to seek for — it was just at 
hand. The truths of the gospel are the materials of 
divine teaching; where, therefore, these truths are 
known, divine teaching may be gradually going 
on in the young mind, when it is for a time not 
very perceptible ; but where the gospel is not 
known, divine teaching is not to be expected. 
Besides, all the promises of God to his people 
respecting their seed, proceed on the supposi- 
tion, that they are taught the way of the Lord. 
Without this, to expect the promise, is presump- 
tion, not faith. He that said to Abraham, " I 
will be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee," said of him, " I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord." 

This is the only way in which God engages 
to bring upon his people what he has spoken re- 
specting their seed. And the neglect, or partial 
performance of this duty, is the grand reason 
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why this promise so often seems to foil. Parents 
should remember that, to the due discharge of 
this duty, it is indispensibly necessary that they 
maintain proper authority over their children. 
In the course of my limited observation, I have 
always noticed that it is here that parents are 
most apt to go wrong, under the influence of a 
misguided affection ; children are, in the earlier 
stages oflife, left without control. 

If in any case they do as they are bidden, 
good and well ; if not, they may do as they 
please ; and " What is he but a child ?" becomes 
a sufficient apology for all the disobedience, con- 
tradiction, and insolence with which this indulg- 
ed child treats his parents. But after he becomes 
a little more than '' a child," and this course 
becomes rather inconvenient to the parent, he 
will probably find, to his sorrow and shame, that 
all the brute force in the world will not eradicate 
a habit of disobedience, and contempt of parental 
authority, formed and fostered under his own 
eye. 

If the parent do not honor himself by requiring 
the prompt and unqualified obedience and suIk 
mission of his children while young, what good 



d by Google 



CONCLUSION. 57 

feason has he to complain, if the}' should dis-- 
honor him when grown up ? They are but doing 
what he^ in effect taught them to do. Abraham 
commanded his children, ' but Eli admonished 
his. Abraham's command was piously obeyed, 
but Eli*s admonition was contemptuously disre- 
garded. 

The subjects of the foregoing notices were 
never once allowed so much as to question the 
propriety of a parent's command, far less to 
meet it with a negative, or to turn away from it ; 
and yet no parents ever enjoyed more of the con- 
fidence and affection of the children. And 
this is just the natural course of things. If 
parents honor themselves, they may expect that, 
by the blessing of God, their children will honor 
them too. 

Fourthly, The blessed suitableness of the gos- 
pel to the fallen condition of mankind. 

" This is eternal life, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent." If the acquisition of this 
knowledge depended on an intricate process of 
reasoning, or on a lengthened chain of laborious 
5 
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investigation/ how few of oor race could be ben* 
efitted by R. But the blessed gospel consists of a 
few plain and simple facts, level to the lowest ordi- 
nary capaeity, — facts which a child of eight or ten 
years of age is capable of believing with under* 
standing^ and so of deriving hope and C/onsola> 
tion from them, in his expiring moments. 

The plainness, simplicity, and suitableness of 
the gospel is the very reason why such multitudes 
stumble at it They find it too plain, too sim- 
ple, too easy to be the right way. They will 
not, they cannot submit to go into the kingdom 
of God as little children, without merit, without 
claim, without labor of body or mind, but just by 
believing the simple statement of facts that con- 
stitute the gospel, and enjoying salvation in 
what they believe. Thus, through their own 
pride and perverseness of heart, the gospel is hid 
from the wise and the prudent, while its glory 
and suitableness are revealed unto babes ! When 
we see a child in years, stretched on his 
dying couch, looking death in the face, not only 
undismayed, but with serenity and composure ; 
and when we learn that this state of mind, in 
these trying circumstances, is produced and 
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maintained by the belief of the gospel testimony 
concerning Jesus Christ, are we not constrained 
to admire the simplicity and suitableness of that 
gospel as truly worthy of the wisdom and good- 
ness o^ God, and exactly reaching the condition 
of fallen creatures ? 

Fifthly, The vast importance of cultivating 
Hnplicit faith in the testimony, of God. 

It is an easy matter to speculate about the im- 
mortality of the soul, and the resurrection of the 
body ; and to review the arguments by which 
these doctrines may be established. But when 
we come in contact with a death-bed scene, and 
are. called to part with beloved relatives, or valu- 
able friends, we will find that mere speculation 
will yield us neither consolation nor support. 
When standing by the bedside of a Christian 
friend, struggling in the agonies of death, we 
see the struggle becoming gradually weaker and 
weaker, the respiration slower and slower, and 
we feel the laboring pulse wax feebler and 
feebler, until the last long fetch puts an end to 
motion, and the body sinks to final rest ; nothing 
is seen or heard that indicates anything beyond 
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the case of a machine whose mainspring has 
worn itself out, and therefore ceases to act. All 
attempts in this case, apart from revelation, to 
reason ourselves into the persuasion of the im- 
mortality of the soul, and of the consequent 
continued and happy existence of our late belov- 
ed friend, will prove but like the " singing of 
songs to a heavy heart." 

It is the well authenticated revelation of God 
alone that, with infallible certainty, assures us 
that our friend is yet alive — that a something tias 
escaped the body with the last breath, that 
winged its way to a world of light and glory, — 
that a something more than breath inhabited the 
body, which, when absent from it, became 
present with the Lord. ** To-day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise." " The beggar died, and was 
carried by angels into Abraham's bosom." " Ye 
are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly, and church of the first-born, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of 
all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect." 
" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." These pas- 
sages, with others almost innumerable, prove^ 



d by Google 



CONCLUSION. 61 

1>eyond dispute, the happy immortality of the 
i90uls of all who die in the faith of Jesus. 

The same remarks will equally apply, and 
even with superior force, to the resurrection of 
the body. This is purely a doctrine of revela- 
tion. It is what would not — could not enter into 
the heart of man to conceive ; and yet it is that 
which, when revealed, is peculiarly animating 
and delightful, and to which the affections cleave 
with strong attachment. 

Without faith in the testimony of God, the 
. death-bed scene is the most gloomy and forbid- 
ding spectacle that this world can present. When 
we stand in mute silence over the lifeless corpse 
of a beloved friend, and gaze on the once anima- 
ted and animating countenance, now sadly 
changed — ^pale and ghastly — the once sparkling 
eye, and glowing cheek, and lovely visage, 
whose engaging smile delighted our hearts and 
cheered our spirits, now covered with the shadow 
of death, unsightly and appalling, and becoming 
every hour more and more loathsome and insuf- 
ferable to the view, till we are fain to bury our dead 
out of our sight, and to hide what is now become 
disgusting in the all-devouring grave; is there any 
thing within our reach that can brighten up this 
•5 
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dismal dceqe, and gild its gloomy horrors ? Tqs « 
the testimony of God. 

From it we learn, with infallible assurance^ 
that the mouldering body entrusted to the faith- 
ful keeping of the parent earth, is but a seed 
destined to spring up anew, and bear immortal 
fruit. ** It is sown in corruption, it is raised in 
incorruption : it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory : it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power : it is sown a natural body, it is raised ^ 
spiritual body." " The Lord Jesus Christ shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body." 

Besides this hope, I know nothing capable of 
supporting the mind of man on the death of his 
beloved friend, or in the prospect of his own ; 
and besides the gospel, understood and believed, 
I know nothing capable of affording this hope. 
And when the Christian comes in contact wijth 
the scene. — a scene of every day's occurrence-r- 
when, like one of old, ** he rises up from before 
his dead, to make preparation for burying it out 
of his sight ;" or like another, pointing to the 
tomb, he says, " There I buried Leah !" he will 
find enough, and perhaps more than enough, to 
do «rith all jthe confidence and firmness of im 
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iaith in the sure testimony of God to assnage the 
anguish of his bleeding heart, and to withdraw 
jbis lingering look from the death-bed scene, and 
the cheerless mansion of the grave, to the splen- 
did glories of the resurrection morn, and the im- 
mortal beauties of awakened saints. 

Finally, Our late trials ad^^nister matter for 
unfeigned gratitude to God. 

The sickness, trouble, and death of beloved 
relatives and friends, being, like every other 
affliction, the wages of sin, call for humiliation 
^ud self-abasement before God, and I hope ours 
were in some measure productive of these effects. 
3ut our trials were mixed with so many mercies, 
thai we can never hs sufficieittly thankful to God 
for the^. Our own minds wens suppcvted un- 
d^r our afflictions, and we were enabled to bear 
them with so^e degree of Christian fortitude. 

Our children ^joyed support and consolation 
und^r affliction, and in the prospect of de^, 
)i>eyond what we could possibly have antic^Mited. 
painful as ww the parting pang, we believe the 
}(m is only ours, while they are unspeakaUe 
Haii^rQ-^thai while they left us in sorrow, they 
entered into joy. We have had comfortable evi- 
4ms^ thAt Hkom of them wjio were capable^ be- 
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lieved in Christ as the Sayiour, and that they arer 
now placed beyond the reach of evil, where no 
temptation can assail them, nor danger come 
nigh them. If worldly parents can cheerfully 
part with their children, when setting out for 
foreign and deadly climes^ in the prospect of ac* 
cumulating wealth, though they can have but very 
slender hopes of ever meeting them again in this 
life, how much more cheerfully and thankfully 
ought not Christian parents to part with theirs, 
when called away to the better country, where 
no pestilential vapours endanger their life, nor 
any contaminating society defile their souls, — 
called away, not to collect deceitful riches, but 
to enjoy an everlasting kingdom. 

Besides, if deprived of all the engaging en- 
dearments of their society, we are also released 
from the high responsibility and trembling anx- 
iety that never fail to attend the duties of train- 
ing children for the Lord. Moreover, in our late 
trials, we have got a new stimulus to quicken our 
pace in the Divine life. If anything beyond the 
hope of " being ever with .the Lord," can draw 
our affections toward heaven, and make it an ob- 
ject of delightful anticipation, it must be the 
prospect of rejoining and embracing our ransom- 
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ed ofTspring in that better world of permanent 
felicity, and ever-growing bliss. 

To the sovereign love and free grace of God, 
we owe all these mercies, whether in possession 
or in prospect. Are we not then bound by every 
possible consideration to cultivate the most lively 
gratitude to the God of our mercies. " Oh , 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness! 
and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men.'' 
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Three of the foregoing notices were sketched 
soon after Elizabeth's death. Since that time 
the subject of the fourth has been added to the list 
of my bereavements, and, last of all, the mother 
died also ; having served her generation by the 
will of God, she fell asleep, 26th November, 
1827, and followed them, I trust, to rejoin and 
re-enjoy them in our Father's kingdom. Of her 
I will say nothing here, leaving the reader to es- 
timate her worth from the part she acts in the 
foregoing narratives. It was her own request 
that nothing should be said or written publicly 
after her death, adding, '' If I stand and pass 
with approbation before the great white throne, 
the approbation or disapprobation of fellow-mor- 
tals is a matter of small concern to me." 

Thus am Ileft a childless widower^ as if plac- 
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«d in a desert world, or like one awakened from 
a delusive dream, who, instead of the enchant- 
ing scenes that amused and pleased his fancy, 
finds nothing but a dreary vacuum, and is there- 
fore fain to look back, if peradventure he may 
enjoy, even in imagination what he cannot find 
in reality. 

When I sat down at first to write, I thought 1 
had a tale of woe to communicate, but little did 
I then dream that the woes of that tale would 
have been so fearfiiUy augmented, ere I should 
drop my pen. Still, however, the Lord has done 
it. Wherefore should a living man complain— 
a man for the punishment of his sins. Let us 
lifV'Up our hearts, with our hands to God in the 
heavens, saying, " we have transgressed and re- 
belled." '^ It is good that a man should both 
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of God f 
for the Lord will not cast ofi" forever, but though 
he cause grief yet will he have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of his tender mercies, for he 
doth not afflict wiUingly, nor (causelessly) grieve 
the children of men. 
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